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A.

Committee of the Whole
April 29, 2019
FAF.19.061
One Time Provincial Unconditional Grant
Ruth Prince, Director of Finance and IT Services

Recommendations

THAT Council receive Staff Report FAF.19.061, entitled “One Time Provincial Unconditional
Grant” for information purposes;
AND THAT Council direct staff to transfer the grant money to the Working Capital Reserve to be
used as determined by Council.

B.

Overview

The Blue Mountains has received a one-time Provincial Unconditional Grant in the amount of
$642,347. Staff is recommending the money be transferred to the Working Capital Reserve.

C.

Background

On March 20, 2019, Council and staff were advised that the Town would be receiving a one-time
unconditional grant in the amount of $642,347 to support small and rural municipalities’ efforts
to become more efficient and reduce expenditure growth in the longer term. The grant is
unconditional (no restrictions on how the money can be spent), and is intended to help
modernize service delivery and reduce future costs through investments in projects such as:
service delivery reviews, development of shared service agreements and capital investments.

D.

Analysis

The 2019 Budget that was approved on April 24, 2019 includes funding for various committees,
strategic plan updates, review of the Town’s non-union salary grid and staff additions. The 2019
budget does not include this unconditional grant amount.
With many initiatives just getting started, it is recommended that grant funding be transferred to
the working capital reserve to be used as projects, expenditures or other initiatives come
forward to Council for approval.
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The Blue Mountains Strategic Plan

The Blue Mountains Strategic Plan
Goal #4:
Promote a Culture of Organizational and Operational Excellence
Objective #4: To Be a Financially Responsible Organization

F.

Environmental Impacts

None.

G.

Financial Impact

The $642,347 was received by the Town on March 29, 2019. This amount was not included in
the 2019 Budget.

H.

In consultation with

Shawn Everitt, Interim CAO

I.

Public Engagement

The topic of this Staff Report has not been subject to a Public Meeting and/or a Public
Information Centre as neither a Public Meeting nor a Public Information Centre are required.
Comments regarding this report should be submitted to Ruth Prince, Director of Finance and IT
Services at directorfit@thebluemountains.ca

J.

Attached
1. Letter from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing RE: Unconditional Grant

Respectfully Submitted,

Ruth Prince
Director of Finance and IT Services
For more information, please contact:
Ruth Prince
directorfit@thebluemountains.ca
519-599-3131 extension 228
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-2I am pleased to share that Town of the Blue Mountains will receive a one-time payment
of $642,347 which will flow in this fiscal year.
Staff from our regional Municipal Services Offices will be in touch in the coming days for
your acknowledgement of this letter and to discuss any questions that you might have. I
encourage you to work with ministry staff as you begin to think about the best way to
proceed for your community. The Municipal Services Offices can offer advice and point
to examples that may be helpful as you contemplate local solutions. In the future, we
would be interested to hear about your modernization success stories.
Thank you once again for your commitment to demonstrating value for money. I look
forward to continuing to work together to help the people and businesses in
communities across our province thrive.
Sincerely,

ark
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

